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:Huian lebat

kurangkan
masalah
jerebu

Kuala Lumpur: Hujan lebat
yang melanda sejak beberapa
hari lalu dilihat berjaya me-
ngurangkan masalah jerebu

‘teruk sejak dua bulan lalu
akibat kebakaran hutan diIn-
donesia. :

Berdasarkan kenyataan
yang dikeluarkan oleh Jabatan
Meteorologi  (MetMalaysia),
Semenanjung Malaysia di-
jangka menerima hujan pada
paras purata sepanjang No-
vember ini, manakala Johor
dan kawasan timur Pahang
dijangka menerima jumlah
hujan sedikit daripada paras
purata pada bulan depan.

Ramalan itu, berikutan ne-

_ gara kini berada dalam mon-
sun Timur Laut.

Bagi Sabah dan Sarawak,
kebanyakan kawasan dijang-
ka menerima jumlah hujan
pada paras purata kecuali ti-
mur Sabah pada November
dan Disember.

Perubahan monsun itu se-
kali gus menyebabkan bacaan
Indeks Pencemaran Udara
(IPU) di kebanyakan kawasan
di seluruh negara mencatat -
kan bacaan tahap baik dan
beberapa kawasan berada
pada bacaan sederhana.

*  Sehingga jam 6 petang se-
malam, portal Jabatan Alam
Sekitar  (JAS) menunjukkan
terdapat 45 kawasan berada
pada bacaan baik, manakala

- enam kawasan mencatatkan

bacaan sederhana.
- Enam lokasi itu ialah Pasir
Gudang, Johor dengan IPU 52,
(52), Bandaraya Melaka (66},
Bukit Rambai (54), Cheras,
Kuala Lumpur (53) dan Put-
rajaya (51).

1PU sifar hingga 50 dika-
tegorikan baik, 51 hingga 100
(sederhana), 101 hingga 200
(tidak sihat), 201 hingga 300:
(amat tidak sihat) dan lebih
301 (berbahaya).
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Pasan

» Penduduk
siap sedia
hadapi musim
tengkujuh

Oleh Noor Aznida Alias
bhkt@bh com my

® Marang

usim monsun yang mula
melanda Pantai Timur,
memaksa penduduk se-

panjang pesisir pantai mula
membuat persiapan awal sebagai
persediaan menghadapi banjir
dan ribut
Tinjauan BH di Kampung Ru-
sila, di sini, yang sering dilanda
ribut, mendapati kebanyakan
penduduk mula memasang peng-
hadang angin yang diperbuat da-
ripada pelepah kelapa, bagi me-
lindungi kediaman masing-ma-
sing daripada angin kencang.
la bertujuan mengurangkan
impak angin secara terus terha-
dap rumah mereka kerana lo-
kasinya di tepi pantai dan ter-
dedah kepada ancaman ribut.
Penduduk., Laila Muhammad.
44, berkata setiap kali menjelang
* musim tengkujuh, keluarganya

mengambil langkah berjaga-jaga
dengan memasang penghadang
angin bagi mengurangkan risiko
kerosakan rumah dan harta ben
da akibat angin kencang.

“Rabu lalu, dua atap rumah
tercabut diterbangkan angin. Itu
adalah adalah petanda awal un-
tuk kami membuat persiapan se-
gera.

Bina benteng ombak
daripada guni pasir

“Setakat ini kami sudah mema
sang 80 peratus penghadang an
gin dan akan diperbaiki atau di-
ganti dari semasa ke semasa, un-
tuk memastikan ia berkesan
mengurangkan kelajuan angin

“selain itu, kami turut mem-
bina benteng ombak yang diper-
buat daripada guni berisi pasir
untuk menahan ombak daripada
terus memusnahkan rumah.” ka-
tanya.

Penduduk, Wan Mohd Shanf
Wan Ngah, 44, berkata persediaan
awal amat penting dan dia ba-
nyak belajar daripada pengala-
man lalu selepas sebahagian ru
mahnya rosak dibadai angin ken-
cang.

Walaupun Jabatan Meteorologi
Malaysia meramalkan angin ken
cang dan hujan pada tahun ini
tidak sekuat tahun lalu, beliau
tetap mengambil langkah berja-

+vr

Penduduk, Musa Zukifli (kanan) dan adik kembarnya, Harun Zulkyli memasang

pelepah kelapa hadang angin

untuk

L [ run Zi pelepah kelapa
menghalang angin kencang yang dijangka melanda ketika tinjauan musim tengkujuh di Kampung Rusila,

Marang, semalam

ga-jaga dengan memasang ba-
nyak penghadang angin dan ben-
teng pasir untuk mengurangkan
risiko kemusnahan.

“Tidak dinafikan, setiap kali ti-

ba musim tengkujuh, kami kecut
perut dan tidak lena tidur apabila
mendengar tiupan angin yang
kuat di telinga.
“Bagaimanapun, apa yang

FOTO ASWADI ALIAS/BH]

mampu kami lakukan hanya se-
kadar berjaga-jaga dan sentiasa
peka dengan keadaan cuaca yang
semakin kerap hujan kebelaka-
ngan ini,” katanya.
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All prepared for the worst

Fire and Rescue Dept off cers undergo water trarnlng as part of monsoon readiness

KUALA LUMPUR: The monsoon
season is coming and the Fire and
Rescue Department says it is pre-
pared for things to go as bad as the
east coast flood crisis last year.

Over the year, officers in the
flood prone states of Kelantan,
Pahang and Terengganu have been
conducting water training in rivers
to test their readiness to evacuate
scores of peaple should water levels
rise

Fire and Rescue Department
assistant director-general
(Operations Division) Datuk Seiman
Jahid said assets had been placed in
the states in preparation for the
rainy season.

“We are preparing for it to be as
bad as last year. We have conducted
water training for officers to be well
versed in navigating floods and we
have made sure our fire engines
and boats are all in good working
order in those states.

“And we are prepared to freeze
all the leave of our officers there

Practical test: The Federal Territory Civil Defence Department personnel
undergoing a Boat Handling Training at the National Defence University. —
Bernama

once theMeteorological Department
issues a red warning on flooding in
the eastern states,” said Soiman.
Should more manpower be need-
ed, Soiman said firemen in Perak,

Selangor, Negri Sembilan and johor
were at the ready to be deployed te
the east coast

“But it is not only just the Bomba.
This is going to be an interagency

effort with coordination with the
police, military, the state govern
ment down to the district officers
We are all components for each
other,” he said.

In Terengganu, 700 firemen will
be at the ready on 24-hour shifts
come the monsoon season.

The state department will deploy
35 aluminium boats and 15 lorries
for rescue and evacuation opera-
tions while officers will be placed in
“flood hotspots™ in Chukai, Hulu
Besut, Setiu, Kuala Berang and some
low lying areas in Dungun.

The Terengganu Civil Defence
Department has also instructed all
village heads in the state to keep
authorities up to date with the latest
information on the number of vil-
lagers and their conditions, so that
rescue operations can be run more
efficiently.

They have also advised people to
prepare a “ready to go” bag filled
with their important documents,
diapers and milk formula if there

are infants, and any wvital medica-
tion

For Johor, firemen here have
been running disaster management
courses with local communities liv-
ing in flood-prone areas at the
Juaseh dam to prepare for the year-
end rain

On the Klang Valley, Soiman said
the department was concerned of
more landslide occurrences during
the rainy season, due to the “weak
structures” of slopes here.

He said officers have been work-
ing with residents associations in
hilly areas to prepare for quick
evacuations in the event of a land-
slide.

The national Civil Defence
Department is ready to deploy
49,800 regular members and volun-
teers to aid flood relief operations.

Watch the video
thestar.com.my/Videos/
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way, agroup of talented young inno-
vators from several Asian countries

creatians have giv-
en new meaning to the fives of their
coumtrymen and the global popula-
tion eral

What's interesting about the
showcase is that each creation
touches the lives ofthe people, and
the experience became the catalvst
for their inventicas.

LIFE-CHANGING APP

When Ricky Thet Lynn H.
Bagan lnnovation Techl
decided 1o develop a 5
wanted something that could impact the
people of Myanmar in a big way.

With the telecommunications industry
being liberated about a year ago. and the
establishment of service providers like Tel-
#nort counery, Hanknew that the time
is righz to launch a mobile app that could
change people’s lives.

There are 52 million people living in
Myanmar, but books only reach 20 per cent.
of the population.

“The people love to read, but getting
access to books has always been a prod-
Jem,” hesays.

Writers are aplenty, as are avid readers,
‘butina country with a pascent publishing
industry, getting their stories 1o readers
en masse is near impossible outside of the
major cities.

S0 Han and it m decided 1o dev
op Wun Zinn, a mobile app 1o ensble local
writers to reach out to people throughout
the country.

mobile penetration
¥ st 7 per cent, and the
price of 2 SIM casd was very prohibitive at
USE200 (RMBE2)

Today, things have changed wheze
moiile penstration rares hav

Young inn

Norwegian kids (from left) Fredrik Siianing. 13, Lisa Seflaeg, 12, and Kirscen Sunde Thaulow, 1, having fun building che Rero robot.

aver 50 per cent, according 1o the Ministry
of Communication and Information Tech-
nology of Myanmar, while 32.9 per cent of

and convert them into e-books and make
them available at ouronline store, "he says.

peaple now hive 8 phone wa
vear ago
Knowing thar Imernet access is readily
availatle (o the masses, lan and his team
have hopes that Wun Zinn will enable the
people to have access (o books. digitally.
“Most of the writers in Myanmar do not
have technical skills 1o make books avail-
auemranﬂersa@:a"h' andiheyarelosing
any opportunities. Through Win Zinn, we
lamn!t:hgmﬂbmksfmmewﬂ_m

CREATIVE
MINDS

ovative minds from around the world gather at Dig
Winners Conference in Oslo, Norway to show
mobile apps and robotics, writes lzwan Ismail

ase the be

stin

Wun Zinn is Myanmar's first and Targest
online e-5ook store whers userscan buy or
get free e-books, nes,

audio books and animated story Books
legally.

Carrently. it offers 2,0

especially in Malaysia and Thailand where
Tdmhnmmmm.

“Our vision fs ro make books avallable
for all so that we can empower people ~ he
Sy,

OHLE

V. Sundaramoorthy from India’s M-Turor

tried to solve problems faced by enw.neer-
India.

p]ua mmnneﬂ ammrpiusaudhbm

Wun Zinn deh.erse bouk.smlm

He and his zam have developed an
applicarion-criented tutorial app,

ferred medium of communication today,™
e says, adding that M-Turtor heips them
yercome this m.

Todate. MTLmr has signed MOUs with
10 leading universities in India for theirs
students ro use the app.

coatents created by

pressed form so userscan d
a1 slow [nternet speed.And there are more
cool features like Shame on vour Facebook,
Like and Save your Faworites Quote, Short
story, notification om sew book addition,
.

“This is 2 kind of local Amazan for

fmml.heladlan lnmmo(m
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kids who are enthusiastic about robotsthe
apprortunity to lesrn and share innovation
in robatics programming " saysits founder
Phang Chin Yee

IMPROVING BANGLADESHI STUDENTS
Mohammead Adnan from Bangladesh cre-

igned 1o soive the educationa
of students from class five to

res that ali
Among these
can check




